
Practical Considerations for Selecting and 
Applying Creative Commons Licenses

Melody Chin, Singapore Management University Libraries

Learning Innovation Festival, October 8th 2020



What is Creative Commons all about?
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Creative Commons (CC) 
licenses enable creators 
to share their work and 
allow others to use their 

material based on certain 
conditions  



CC Licenses

Adaptation of ‘About CC Licenses’ from Creative Commons https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/ and is licensed under a  CC BY 4.0 license.

3

https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
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Creative Commons in Merlot
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Creative Commons and Copyright 
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•Creative Commons exists alongside copyright. 

•Users usually need to seek permission from the creator to use their copyrighted works.

•With Creative Commons (CC) licenses, creators can choose to add licenses to their works, 
giving permission and encouraging anyone to use their work.  



General Guidelines on IP and Copyright
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•Determine the university’s policies regarding Intellectual Property. This would usually be stated in the IP 
Policy. For example, in SMU the individual faculty member generally owns the copyright to their work, 
except in cases where SMU funds are used

•Make sure that you or your university owns the full rights  – co-created work would need to be agreed 
upon by those individuals, or for third-party materials, copyright may need to be cleared eg. 
Images/graphics, diagrams.

•Copyright Research Guide: https://researchguides.smu.edu.sg/copyright 

https://inet.smu.edu.sg/sites/olg/Documents/Policies/IP%20Policy.pdf
https://inet.smu.edu.sg/sites/olg/Documents/Policies/IP%20Policy.pdf
https://researchguides.smu.edu.sg/copyright


Example: Accounting Challenge – ACE                                     

https://cte.smu.edu.sg/project/accounting-challenge-ace 8

• SMU owns the IP to the digital resource

• Digital resource is co-authored by Associate Professor 
Seow Poh Sun and Senior Lecturer Wong Suay Peng, 
developed by vendor

• There is no third-party content will be included eg. 
graphics

• SMU’s Office of Legal & General Affairs provided inputs 
and advice for any necessary changes

• If there are claims to third-party content, SMU shall not be 
held liable



Image Only
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 Course instructors can apply CC licenses to share and encourage others to use   
their digital resources, thereby creating Open Educational Resources (OER). 



10This material is an adaptation of Defining the "Open" in ‘Open Content and Open Educational Resources’, which was originally written by David Wiley and published freely under a Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 license at http://opencontent.org/definition/ .

The 5Rs

     Retain
    Reuse
    Revise 
    Remix
    Redistribute
 

      Translate to another language

Change the examples and cases

Modify the outline and sequence

http://opencontent.org/definition/


Checklist and Considerations for Licensing Your Material 

Adaptation of ‘Considerations for licensors and licensees’ from Creative Commons 
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Considerations_for_licensors_and_licensees#Considerations_for_licensors  and is licensed under a  CC BY 4.0 license 11

•Be sure that you or your institution own the rights to the digital resource that you intend 
to license – check with your library or your T&L centre that may have co-created the digital 
learning object together with you.

•Clear any other rights first – certain parts of your work may include images, diagrams or 
other third-party elements. 

•Be aware that the license may not be revoked – Once a CC license is applied, users are 
allowed to continue re-using your material based on that license. 

•Consider how you want your material to be used – this will determine which of the CC 
licenses you choose to apply

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Considerations_for_licensors_and_licensees#Considerations_for_licensors


Once your work is licensed, you can start sharing!
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Adaptation of ‘Ordering of Creative Commons licenses from most to least permissive ’ from https://be.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ordering_of_Creative_Commons_licenses_from_most_to_least_permissive.png  
and is licensed under a  CC BY 4.0 license.

https://be.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ordering_of_Creative_Commons_licenses_from_most_to_least_permissive.png


Thank you!
SMU Libraries https://library.smu.edu.sg/
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